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01.
THE BASICS

A BILL IS AN IDEA FOR A NEW LAW
OR A CHANGE TO AN EXISTING ONE.
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IT MUST PASS THROUGH BOTH THE
GEORGIA HOUSE & SENATE BEFORE
BECOMING LAW.

THE PROCESS IS LONG, BUT YOUR
VOICE MATTERS EVERY STEP OF THE
WAY!



INTRODUCING
A BILL
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02.
A BILL IS INTRODUCED IN EITHER THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OR THE SENATE BY A LEGISLATOR (CALLED
THE "SPONSOR").

IT GETS ASSIGNED TO A COMMITTEE, WHERE LEGISLATORS
DEBATE AND DECIDE IF IT MOVES FORWARD.

THIS IS A CRUCIAL TIME TO CALL, EMAIL, AND SHOW UP TO
SUPPORT OR OPPOSE A BILL!



THE HOUSE &
SENATE
VOTES
(CROSSOVER)

03.
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IF A COMMITTEE APPROVES A
BILL, IT GOES TO THE FULL
HOUSE OR SENATE FOR A VOTE.

IF IT PASSES IN ONE CHAMBER, IT
GOES TO THE OTHER CHAMBER
FOR THE SAME PROCESS.

IF CHANGES ARE MADE, BOTH
CHAMBERS MUST AGREE BEFORE
IT MOVES FORWARD.



04.
 SINE DIE & THE

GOVERNOR
 SINE DIE (LATIN FOR ‘WITHOUT A DAY’) IS THE LAST
DAY OF GEORGIA’S LEGISLATIVE SESSION – A MAKE-

OR-BREAK MOMENT FOR MANY BILLS!
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SIGN IT INTO LAW

IF BOTH CHAMBERS PASS A BILL, IT
GOES TO THE GOVERNOR, WHO CAN:

VETO IT (BUT THE LEGISLATURE CAN
OVERRIDE WITH ENOUGH VOTES)

DO NOTHING—THEN IT
AUTOMATICALLY BECOMES LAW



WHY THIS
MATTERS

05.
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BILLS IMPACT OUR
COMMUNITIES—FROM VOTING
RIGHTS TO HOUSING,
HEALTHCARE, AND CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REFORM.

WOMEN ON THE RISE FIGHTS FOR
POLICIES THAT UPLIFT FORMERLY
INCARCERATED WOMEN, BLACK
WOMEN, AND MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES.

YOUR VOICE, YOUR POWER! CALL
YOUR REPS, SHOW UP AT THE
CAPITOL, AND DEMAND CHANGE!



1.Don't feel intimidated. Legislators are tasked with representing the public's
interests. A vital part of their role is listening to individuals like you.

2.Request a brief conversation with the legislator. If the legislator is not in their
office, ask for their contact information.

3.Refer to the legislators as "Representative" or "Senator."
4. Introduce yourself. Share your name, where you are from, and the purpose of

your visit with the legislator. If you reside in their district, be sure to inform
them.

5.Share your reentry story and support for second chances. This is the most
important thing you can do. In just 2 or 3 minutes, explain the barriers you
have faced due to your criminal record, why the legislator should address
these barriers, and how you would use (or have used) your second chance.
Avoid relitigating your past cases. If you do not have a criminal record, please
explain why you support lowering barriers to reentry.

6.Provide specific suggestions for actions the legislator could take, including
particular bills they should endorse. 

7.Listen and always strive to be respectful. Pay attention to what the legislator
has to say, even if you disagree with their perspective. You can share facts or
personal stories to support your viewpoint, but try to avoid arguing with the
legislator.

COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH YOUR LEGISLATOR
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A Guide for Language around People and Communities Directly
Impacted by the Criminal Legal System

As directly impacted people, advocates, and community members, we know all too well
the power of our words. An individual's circumstance should not define them for the rest
of their life. Terms that label people by past or present convictions reduce their identity to
violations and accusations rather than their humanity. Instead, describe people as people

first and foremost, not by their incarceration.

When discussing or referencing people who have been directly impacted by the criminal
legal system, don't use classic tropes and labels. Indeed, many commonly used terms only
serve to reinforce the racist power structure behind the criminal legal system when they

reduce people to their convictions. Women on the Rise advocates for and strongly
encourages you to accurately and respectfully talk about people's identities, situations,

and roles in society.

Words to Avoid Words to Prioritize
FELONS

CONVICTS
INMATES

PRISONERS
OFFENDERS

DIRECTLY IMPACTED
FORMERLY INCARCERATED
CURRENTLY INCARCERATED
JUSTICE-INVOLVED PEOPLE

PEOPLE WHO HAVE COMMITTED OFFENSES



KEY LEGISLATIVE TERMS TO KNOW
ADVOCACY: TAKING ACTION TO INFLUENCE PUBLIC POLICY OR GOVERNMENT DECISIONS. 
AMENDMENT: A PROPOSED CHANGE TO A BILL, RESOLUTION, OR EXISTING LAW. 
BILL: A PROPOSED LAW INTRODUCED BY A LEGISLATOR. 
BIPARTISAN: SUPPORTED BY MEMBERS OF BOTH MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES. 
COMMITTEE: A SMALLER GROUP OF LEGISLATORS THAT REVIEWS BILLS RELATED TO A
PARTICULAR ISSUE, SUCH AS HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION, OR CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 
COMMITTEE HEARING: A MEETING WHERE LEGISLATORS HEAR TESTIMONY, ASK QUESTIONS,
DISCUSS A BILL, AND SOMETIMES VOTE ON IT. 
CONSTITUENT: A PERSON WHO LIVES IN THE DISTRICT REPRESENTED BY AN ELECTED
OFFICIAL. 
CO-SPONSOR: A LEGISLATOR WHO FORMALLY ADDS THEIR NAME IN SUPPORT OF ANOTHER
LEGISLATOR’S BILL. 
FLOOR: THE AREA WHERE THE FULL HOUSE OR SENATE MEETS TO DEBATE AND VOTE. 
HOUSE BILL (HB): A BILL INTRODUCED IN THE GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: ONE OF THE TWO CHAMBERS OF THE GEORGIA GENERAL
ASSEMBLY. 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION: THE PERIOD WHEN LEGISLATORS MEET TO INTRODUCE, DEBATE, AND
VOTE ON LEGISLATION. 
LEGISLATOR: AN ELECTED OFFICIAL WHO SERVES IN THE HOUSE OR SENATE. 
LOBBYIST: A PERSON WHO COMMUNICATES WITH PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO INFLUENCE
LEGISLATION OR POLICY ON BEHALF OF AN ORGANIZATION OR INTEREST. . 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY: COMMENTS PRESENTED BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS, ADVOCATES,
EXPERTS, OR ORGANIZATIONS DURING A PUBLIC HEARING. 
QUORUM: THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF MEMBERS WHO MUST BE PRESENT FOR OFFICIAL
BUSINESS OR VOTING TO OCCUR. 
RULES COMMITTEE: THE COMMITTEE THAT HELPS DETERMINE WHICH BILLS WILL BE
SCHEDULED FOR DEBATE OR A VOTE BY THE FULL CHAMBER. 
SENATE BILL (SB): A BILL INTRODUCED IN THE GEORGIA SENATE. 
SPONSOR: THE LEGISLATOR WHO INTRODUCES AND LEADS A BILL. 
SUBCOMMITTEE: A SMALLER SECTION OF A COMMITTEE THAT GIVES A BILL MORE DETAILED
REVIEW. 
TESTIMONY: INFORMATION OR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES PRESENTED TO LEGISLATORS IN
SUPPORT OF OR OPPOSITION TO A BILL. 
VETO: THE GOVERNOR’S REJECTION OF LEGISLATION PASSED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 



IMPORTANT GEORGIA LEGISLATIVE TERMS

Crossover Day: The deadline by which most bills must pass their
original chamber to remain eligible for consideration during that
legislative session. 
Sine Die: The final day of Georgia’s legislative session. 
First Reader: The first formal reading of a bill after it is introduced. 
Do Pass: A committee recommendation that the full chamber
approve a bill. 
Do Not Pass: A committee recommendation against passing a bill. 
Tabled: Legislative action on a bill or motion is temporarily set aside. 
Companion Bill: Similar or identical legislation introduced in the
other chamber. 
Signed into Law: The governor has approved the bill, making it state
law. 
Act: A bill that has completed the legislative process and become
law. 



How to Find Your LegislatorsHow to Find Your Legislators
Find Your Georgia State Legislators

Visit the Georgia General Assembly's "Find My Legislator" page:
www.Legis.ga.gov/find-my-legislator

    Enter your home address to find:
Your Georgia State Representative
Your Georgia State Senator
Their district numbers
Capitol office phone numbers
Email addresses

What Information to Write Down
Before contacting or visiting your legislator, make note of:

Legislator's name
Title (Representative or Senator)
District number
Office phone number
Email address
Capitol office location

    Before Your Meeting, be prepared to share:
Your name
The city and county where you live
Whether you live in the legislator's district
The issue you are advocating for
A brief personal story (2–3 minutes)
A specific action you are asking them to take

Sample Introduction
"Hello, my name is ___________. I live in __________ and I'm a constituent

in your district. I'm here today with Women on the Rise to talk about
policies that improve opportunities for people directly impacted by the

criminal legal system. I'd like to share why this issue matters to me and
ask for your support."
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