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03 LETTER FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

On November 6th, I stood in a room full of 23

Women on the Rise GA members and allies and

made a promise. I promised that—despite the

anger and frustration we had expressed through

tears that morning—we would refuse to be afraid

or back down. That we would stand by our

formerly incarcerated family and our loved ones

still on the inside. Since the first ship carrying our

enslaved ancestors arrived in 1619, fear has been

a tactic used by our oppressors. This fear has

manifested through the threat of violence, family

separation, cages, and even death. And still, our

ancestors resisted, rebelled, and ultimately won

their freedom. Fear has long been a tool of

control and suppression.

We know there have already been countless attacks on incarcerated people,

immigrants, LGBTQ people, and women both locally and across the globe. And there

may be times when we feel intimidated. But looking back on all we accomplished in

2024, I can’t help but feel hope, too. With your support, we engaged over 75,000

Georgia voters, uplifted the stories of women formerly incarcerated in Fulton County to

stop a proposed $2 billion new jail, and shared the stories of women serving life

sentences in Georgia state prisons. A lot has changed in the short time since I made that

promise to our members last year. But we make the same promise to you, our

supporters: In 2025, even if our voices shake, we will continue to speak. We will

continue to fight alongside you for our sisters behind the walls and for all those whose

struggles lie at the intersections of injustice. We will find strength in each other. We will

keep doing the work, standing firm in our commitment to trust, uplift, and protect Black

women, whose leadership and resilience have always been the heartbeat of our struggle

for justice. We will keep holding each other close, standing side by side in community,

and pushing forward with you. Because together, our love and solidarity will always be

more powerful than any system designed to oppress us. We are so grateful for your

support and to be in this work with you.

In Solidarity,

Robyn Hasan-Simpson



A LETTER FROM INSIDE

My name is Rev. Ronnie Fuller, and I have been

incarcerated since 2003. Women on the Rise

became my lifeline in 2021, giving me stability,

connection, and purpose while serving a life-with-

parole sentence under the old 14-year life law.

This community reminds me that God has not left

me alone and that justice and second chances

are possible. For those of us serving life

sentences, hope is a daily struggle. Society often

sees us as beyond redemption, but many of us

have worked to heal, forgive, and grow. Our

families serve these sentences with us, enduring

pain and loss. Many have outlived their closest

loved ones, leaving them with little support. 

Yet, Women on the Rise reminds us that we are not forgotten and that our fight for

justice continues.The #MoreThanANumber campaign has renewed our hope, yet

parole denials remain a crushing reality despite rehabilitation and strong support

systems. We need real action—holding those in power accountable, advocating for a

legal fund, and creating employment opportunities for incarcerated women. Even a

letter can make a difference. Seeing faces light up when receiving mail from Women

on the Rise reminds us we are remembered. Hearing your name at mail call may

seem small, but inside, it means everything. As we continue this journey, I hope that

those of us on the inside can have a more direct role in advocacy and helping to

secure the results we all desperately seek. I would love to see more support so I can

better facilitate Women on the Rise Inside, ensuring that every inside member can

grow and become the best version of themselves, fully prepared for their release. I

want to see the #MoreThanANumber parole reform campaign expand and, more

importantly, see the number of people it represents decrease. I know the work the

women at Women on the Rise do is not easy and comes with sacrifice. I’m sure there

are days when they feel defeated and wonder if it’s truly worth it. To all of you,

please know that every one of us on the inside deeply appreciates your work. You

are changing lives, and we stand in solidarity with you—always.

With love,

Ronnie

RONNIE FULLER, WOR INSIDE ORGANIZER
AN

N
U

AL
 R

EP
O

RT
 2

02
5

W
O

M
EN

 O
N

 T
H

E 
RI

SE
 G

A
04



OUR HISTORY
Founded in 2013 by Marilynn Winn and Xochitl Bervera, Women on the Rise

emerged from a profound recognition of the imperative to elevate the

voices of justice-affected women. Their vision extended beyond advocacy,

aiming to forge vital connections for women reentering society. Over the

years, Women on the Rise has garnered community support through

impactful campaigns, including “Ban theBox” in 2015 to remove

employment barriers, the notable Close the Jail initiative in 2018, the

successful overturning of 40 broken window laws in Atlanta, and stopping a

proposed $2 billion jail in Fulton County.
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WHO WE ARE

Vision

Mission

Women on the Rise envisions a world where women, families,

and communities truly thrive, not just survive. Together, we will

educate, heal, and empower ourselves, one another, and our

communities as we demand justice and dignity.

Women on the Rise is a membership-based organization led by a

diverse sisterhood of Black women who are impacted by the legal

system. Through community organizing and supportive services, we

are building a powerful base of women with the skills and

experience necessary to wage and win campaigns. We are striving

to end mass incarceration and achieve collective liberation, while

transforming ourselves and our communities.
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MEET THE TEAM

Campaign & Reentry Coordinator

MELODIE ROSSER
Campaign & Operations Manager

DOMINIQUE GRANT
Narrative Builder & Storyteller

DESHANEIR KING

Reentry & Support Coordinator

TRINDALIN BROWNING
Office & Reentry Coordinator

BRITNEY SMITH

Women on the Rise is a community led by and for formerly incarcerated

and justice-impacted women. Our team, shaped by lived experience,

drives our mission to combat mass incarceration by centering those most

affected. We create space for healing, leadership, and collective

empowerment, ensuring marginalized voices are heard and valued.

AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

 2
02

5
W

O
M

EN
 O

N
 T

H
E 

RI
SE

 G
A

07



CAMPAIGNS  & POLICY 

SENT 381  PAROLE SURVEYS 

VOTING RIGHTS

PAROLE REFORM

In 2024, Women on the Rise led two

powerful campaigns to advance justice

for our communities. We launched our

parole reform campaign to bring

transparency to Georgia’s parole

process and fight for the release of

women serving life sentences,

highlighting the devastating impact of

long sentences on individuals, families,

and communities. At the same time, we

spent the year canvassing to educate

justice-impacted people about their

voting rights, ensuring they had the

knowledge and resources to make their

voices heard in the 2024 presidential

election. Through these efforts, we

continued our commitment to freedom,

empowerment, and systemic change.

Through phone banking, text campaigns, door-to-door outreach, and event

canvassing, we reached over 96,000 Georgia residents, ensuring they had the

information they needed about their voting rights. Our efforts met people where

they were, using a range of tactics. This included nearly 40 ads and billboards

across the state to amplify our message and empower communities to

participate in the electoral process.

With the support of our partners at the Legal Action Center, we sent 381 parole

surveys to every woman serving a life sentence in Georgia. The responses we

received stirred overwhelming emotions. On one hand, we were moved by how

eager they were to share their voices and reconnect with old friends. On the

other hand, we were heartbroken to hear about the mistreatment they continue

to endure and the profound ways the lack of parole transparency has

traumatized both them and their families.

REACHED 96 ,000  GEORGIANS
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Juneteenth Atlanta Parade
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09 ALLIANCES & COALITIONS
Our commitment to ending mass

incarceration and achieving collective

liberation is fueled by the powerful

relationships we build with

organizations, communities, and

individuals. In collaboration with our

partners, we stopped a proposed $2

billion jail in Fulton County, educated

the community on the Department of

Justice's findings on conditions at

Fulton County Jail, and reached

formerly incarcerated people across

Georgia to inform them of their voting

rights. Our partners stand with us in the

fight against oppression, helping create

inclusive spaces where all people can

thrive. We are profoundly grateful for

their dedication and support—they are

vital to our shared vision of a world

where we all thrive, not just survive.

SURVIVOR JUSTICE INITIATIVE

COMMUNITY OVER CAGES

JUSTICE REFORM PARTNERSHIP

HOAPE COALITION

FICPFM VOTING RIGHTS COALITION

NO HEALTH NO JUSTICE
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10 CENTERING OUR STORIES

Our team has been deeply engaged in conferences, community events, and local

government meetings, using these spaces to share our stories of incarceration—

stories grounded in our own research and supported by the insights of thought

leaders in this work. Through media reparations, we are not only challenging

harmful narratives but actively reworking who is allowed to tell stories, how those

stories are depicted and protected, and putting the power of storytelling in the

hands of people who have been deeply disenfranchised by forced social death

through severe isolation during incarceration. By reclaiming our narratives, we

ensure that the true stories of our people and our experiences shape the public

discourse on justice and liberation.

The Atlantic Festival | Criminal Justice in America: The Fight for Freedom and Reform
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In 2024 we continued to leverage our long-standing relationships with media to

uplift the voices of justice-impacted women and push back against harmful

narratives. We secured features in local and national outlets, supported our

members in telling their stories through op-eds and interviews, and launched

targeted campaigns that centered our lived experiences. From spotlighting the

injustices of cash bail to exposing the harsh realities faced by incarcerated birthing

people, we made sure our truths were heard and amplified. Through these efforts,

we challenged the shame and silence that surround incarceration and used

storytelling as a powerful force for advocacy, healing, and systemic change.

AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES



MEMBER APPRECIATION
Last year,47 of our members dedicated themselves to deepening their

understanding of voting rights for justice impacted people. They spent the year

tirelessly sharing that knowledge with the community. On top of canvassing at

more than 15 local festivals they also completed the Forward Justice VAN

training. This training equipped them with the tools to engage and mobilize

voters effectively. Beyond technical skills, they also used their voices to

advocate for change through courageously sharing their personal experiences.

To further expand their storytelling skills, more than 10 members participated in a

digital storytelling course facilitated by our partners at Reentry Arts Connection.

Through education, advocacy, and storytelling, they strengthened the fight for

voting rights and empowered others to reclaim their voices at the ballot box.

Neighborhood Canvassing in South Atlanta. Members

distributed over 500 voting rights flyers to residents

Forward Justice VAN training with over 25 members in attendance

Reentry Arts Connection Digital

Storytelling Course

186 NEW MEMBERSHIP

SIGN-UPS IN 2024
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INSIDE MEMBERS 

800 WOMEN ON THE RISE INSIDE MEMBERS 

Throughout the year we sent over 800 bi-monthly newsletters to women

at West Central Center, Lee Arrendale, Emmanuel and Pulaski state

prisons with information on getting family members registered to vote,

health care information provided by our partners at S.C.O.O.P, and the

First Offender Act Expungement to restore rights upon release.

In December our team made a second visit

to the West Central Prison, not just with

gift bags but with open hearts. We shared

a meal with 120 incarcerated women,

talked about dreams, and reminded them

of how capable they are. One woman said,

“This moment makes me feel like I’m not

forgotten”. For some of our staff, stepping

back into a prison meant facing and

overcoming the lingering trauma of

incarceration. But love, resilience, and

purpose carried us through.

September Visit

Holiday Dinner Visit
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REENTRY SUPPORT

PROVIDED 11 THERAPY SESSIONS

TO CLIENTS & MEMBERS

With the support of Fulton County Behavioral Health and Grady Hospital our

supportive services build the capacity of formerly-incarcerated women to

organize to change the conditions that led to their own incarceration. We do

this through case management, membership, weekly peer support, and

referrals to resources for employment or other services.

Monthly Group Therapy Sessions were
provided to over 10 clients and members.

Women returning home from jail were connected
with vital resources like housing and jobs.

CONNECTED 125 CLIENTS

TO RESOURCES
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In partnership with National Bail Out through

Black Mama’s Bail Out, Women on the Rise

helped free 6 Black mamas and caregivers

from jail for Mother’s Day, reuniting them with

their children and families. Recognizing that

incarceration disproportionately harms Black

women, femmes, and gender non-conforming

people, we didn’t just stop at bail. We provided

case management and wraparound support to

ensure their successful reentry. From court

reminders to housing assistance, we met

people where they were, listening to their

needs rather than assuming them. This work is

part of our larger fight against state violence

and the criminalization of survival.
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TRANSFORMATIVE
SUCCESSES

Together with our partners in the Community Over Cages Coalition, we stood in
powerful solidarity with our community to reject a proposed $2 billion jail that
threatened to further entrench cycles of incarceration and harm. Grounded in our
lived experience and led by the voices of formerly incarcerated women, we organized,
testified, and mobilized to shift the narrative and we won. Our collective resistance
stopped the jail in its tracks and proved what’s possible when directly impacted
people lead the way. This victory is a testament to the power of community, the
strength of our organizing, and our unshakable belief that we deserve care, not cages.

We brought the voices and experiences of incarcerated women directly to the
national stage, testifying before a Senate subcommittee about the brutal realities
faced by pregnant people behind bars.  Our community’s testimony shared the
experiences of incarcerated pregnant women and made it clear that their voices
must be heard in the fight for justice and reform.
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2025 STRATEGIC GOALS
As we enter 2025, Women on the Rise GA remains committed to dismantling

oppression and fighting for the dignity and liberation of Black women. Our strategic

goals build on our current campaigns to drive transformative change.

MORE THAN A NUMBER CAMPAIGN
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We are demanding transparency in Georgia’s parole system, ensuring fair and

dignified hearings. Our advocacy pushes for parole-eligible individuals to attend or

submit video for their hearings, clear decision criteria, and opportunities for women

serving life sentences or aged 62+. Partnering with the American Bar Endowment,

we’re developing a Parole Handbook to empower families and incarcerated people.

DEPOPULATING FULTON COUNTY JAIL

Through our leadership in the Community Over Cages coalition, we continue to

challenge mass incarceration by working to reduce the jail population. We are

actively gathering data on the harms of court notifications and Failure to Appear

(FTA) policies, advocating for changes that prevent unnecessary incarceration and

criminalization. Additionally, we’re on the Justice Policy Board to continue

monitoring the use of the Diversion Center and missed diversions. We are also a

part of the Jail Population Review Committee, which reviews and addresses missed

diversions to ensure more people have access to alternatives to incarceration.

HEALTHCARE JUSTICE FOR

INCARCERATED WOMEN

We amplify incarcerated women’s

voices, advocating for better fibroid

and gynecological care inside

prisons and post-release. Our

partnerships support the health and

rights of pregnant incarcerated

women.

OUR  COMMITMENT

We remain dedicated to ending mass

incarceration, building community

power, and advancing policies that

uphold dignity and justice. Join us in

2025 as we fight for a future of

freedom and opportunity for all.
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POWERING RESISTANCE
To our incredible sustainers: your ongoing support is the heartbeat of this

movement. Month after month, you show up, not just with resources, but with trust in

our mission and our fight for liberation. Whether you’re giving a little or a lot, you're

fueling the work. From consistent monthly givers to major funders, you’re all part of

this ecosystem of care and resistance. Because of you, we’re able to organize, tell

our stories, and build power. Thank you for walking with us, building with us, and

believing in the future we all deserve.

American Bar Endowment, Borealis Philanthropy, Collective Future Fund (a

sponsored project of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors), Community

Foundation of Greater Atlanta, Focus for Health, Formerly Incarcerated People

and Families Movement, Fulton County Behavioral Health/Grady Hospital,

Georgia Association for Women Lawyers Foundation, Georgia Bar Foundation,

Georgia Health Initiative, Heising Simons, Herb Block Foundation, Highlander

Center, Hopper-Dean Foundation, Moore Philanthropy, National Black

Women's Justice Institute, New Venture Fund, Public Welfare Foundation,

Roswell Foundation, Solidaire, Sprocket Foundation, Wellspring Philanthropic

Fund, William Josef Foundation, Yield Giving.
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FOR THE WOMEN STILL
WAITING TO COME HOME
We dedicate this year’s annual report to the powerful women serving life sentences in

Georgia’s prisons, and to the families who hold them in love across the miles and

through the years. Your strength, resilience, and humanity guide our every step. We

will not ever stop trying to bring you home. Your stories fuel our fight, your lives are not

forgotten, and your freedom is our mission.

akbar, shekinah ayesha | alexander, tangin tequia | alligood, renee genia | allen, amanda
gail | arnold, darchelle renee | bagwell, janet hardin | ballard, jessica dale | bamberg,
sonya | banta, catherine louise | bentley, charlene | boykins, temesha | brinson, tina

denise | brennon, erica jenea | brown, jessica | brumfield, neisha sonia | butler, laquanda |
buttram, janice | carr, lashundra shenae | carter, valerie b | clark, thadeshia bettyann |

clark, komeika michelle | collins flood, annette | colbert, melissa evonne | collins,
dominique dauntey | conway, katherine melissa | cotter, connie christina | davenport,

sheila a | davis, freida yvonne | day, kristen elizabeth | demery, natasha | dixon, brandi
nicole | dixon, stacey | durden, kendra | durham, maisha mahalia | evans, demetre | files,

renata shovan | fortson, tracy lea | fox, lucianna nicole | fuller, ronnie rain | ganaway,
juhalh | gardner, samantha ariel | gibson, carol sue | givens, linda marie | gooden,

shontori neoshuba | gray, nitara kawona | green, desiree michelle | hall, teresa | hall, irma
jean | hallman, helen | hardin, janice marie | harvey, tamela v | hill, kelly marie | hopkins,

aliyah mozellique | hornbuckle, carol sue | howard, belinda | howard, sequoyah d |
hamilton, salinda | hudson, valencia | jackson, carmen | jarvis, brenda kay | jarnigan,

deonshowna | jessie, samantha latrice | johnson, julia | johnson, jennifer | jones, judy |
jones, saketha latoya | kelly, courtney nicole | kidd, tiwanna l | king, madison avey | king,
mary jane | kohnle, teresa lynn | leeks, carrie | lewis-pelzer, joyce marie | linson, vickie faye

| lockett, jasmine lashae | lopez, belinda | lovett, tamara latrese | lowe, antonia renee |
mack, thomasina beverly | marshall, vernessa | maynor, felicia monet | mays, nasheika

khlane | mccalop, sasha | mcilwain, wanda joy | merritt, carolyn drusilla | middleton,
darlene | miller, bianca shantell | miller, nashira kendra | morris, lashirley | nash, mary

susan | norwood, cassandra elyse | ottis, inez ann | parker, danielle alexis | parmer, kristin
angeline | phillips, titayanna y | pippen, paulette rose | powell, sharmilla melissa | price,
linda | price, shamona moneake | reliford, jackqulen | rhodes, tammie lynn | ricks, ashleigh
elaine | rice, mary elizabeth | roberson, oshadotaive yseikieyui | robinson, amanda noel |
rogers, mary elizabeth | roundtree, latora | sanders, kayla diane | schell, eugenia l | scott,

starsha annquinett | scott, tiffany | slaughter, donna marie | smith, dale el | smith, jill
adaire | smith, kaiko | sorrells, holly | spikes, lasandra denis | stapler, patricia byrd |

stewart, madison lee | strength, farah lynn | strozier, ashley t | swartz, nadya catherine |
taylor, kimberly yvonne | taylor, robin leigh | thornton, marjorie yvonne | treadaway, billie jo
| turner, quanitta yvette | vining, rhonda rena | waits, marcie ann | walden, amy elizabeth |

walden, lisa diane | wall, elizabeth brown | walton, candace louise | ward, lawanda
michelle | watkins, passion latrice | watson, shameeka | whisnant, karen michelle | white,

janice antonette | wiggins, rebecca l | wild, allyssa danielle | williams, aretha kay |
winters, tacumsi | wolfe, blaeke alexus | woodward, alicia annette | wright, bambi danielle

| wright, kayla ragan | yeager, rachel larae
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STAY CONNECTED

​(404) 343-0561

INFO@WOMENONTHERISEGA.ORG

WOMENONTHERISEGA.ORG

1005 VIRGINIA AVE SUITE 325, HAPEVILLE, GA 30354

PHONE

EMAIL

WEBSITE

ADDRESS
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	AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES
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	MEMBER APPRECIATION
	Last year,47 of our members dedicated themselves to deepening their understanding of voting rights for justice impacted people. They spent the year tirelessly sharing that knowledge with the community. On top of canvassing at more than 15 local festivals they also completed the Forward Justice VAN training. This training equipped them with the tools to engage and mobilize voters effectively. Beyond technical skills, they also used their voices to advocate for change through courageously sharing their personal experiences. To further expand their storytelling skills, more than 10 members participated in a digital storytelling course facilitated by our partners at Reentry Arts Connection. Through education, advocacy, and storytelling, they strengthened the fight for voting rights and empowered others to reclaim their voices at the ballot box.
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	INSIDE MEMBERS
	In December our team made a second visit to the West Central Prison, not just with gift bags but with open hearts. We shared a meal with 120 incarcerated women, talked about dreams, and reminded them of how capable they are. One woman said, “This moment makes me feel like I’m not forgotten”. For some of our staff, stepping back into a prison meant facing and overcoming the lingering trauma of incarceration. But love, resilience, and purpose carried us through.
	800 WOMEN ON THE RISE INSIDE MEMBERS
	Throughout the year we sent over 800 bi-monthly newsletters to women at West Central Center, Lee Arrendale, Emmanuel and Pulaski state prisons with information on getting family members registered to vote, health care information provided by our partners at S.C.O.O.P, and the First Offender Act Expungement to restore rights upon release.
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	REENTRY SUPPORT
	With the support of Fulton County Behavioral Health and Grady Hospital our supportive services build the capacity of formerly-incarcerated women to organize to change the conditions that led to their own incarceration. We do this through case management, membership, weekly peer support, and referrals to resources for employment or other services.
	PROVIDED 11 THERAPY SESSIONS TO CLIENTS & MEMBERS
	CONNECTED 125 CLIENTS TO RESOURCES
	In partnership with National Bail Out through Black Mama’s Bail Out, Women on the Rise helped free 6 Black mamas and caregivers from jail for Mother’s Day, reuniting them with their children and families. Recognizing that incarceration disproportionately harms Black women, femmes, and gender non-conforming people, we didn’t just stop at bail. We provided case management and wraparound support to ensure their successful reentry. From court reminders to housing assistance, we met people where they were, listening to their needs rather than assuming them. This work is part of our larger fight against state violence and the criminalization of survival.
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	TRANSFORMATIVE SUCCESSES
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	2025 STRATEGIC GOALS
	MORE THAN A NUMBER CAMPAIGN
	DEPOPULATING FULTON COUNTY JAIL
	HEALTHCARE JUSTICE FOR INCARCERATED WOMEN
	OUR  COMMITMENT
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	POWERING RESISTANCE
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	FOR THE WOMEN STILL WAITING TO COME HOME
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	STAY CONNECTED
	PHONE
	EMAIL
	INFO@WOMENONTHERISEGA.ORG
	WEBSITE
	WOMENONTHERISEGA.ORG
	ADDRESS
	1005 VIRGINIA AVE SUITE 325, HAPEVILLE, GA 30354


