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A Message from Our
Executive Director

Dear Community,

Looking back on my first year as an Executive Director, | can’t believe how far we
have come. | started 2022 off with a lot of enthusiasm and gratitude for being
trusted to step into this new role. It has been an incredible experience, full of
learning, confronting challenges and seizing new opportunities. We've also made

time for celebration and deepening our relationships.

One of the most memorable moments this year was co-hosting the Formerly
Incarcerated and Convicted Peoples and Families Movement (FICPFM)
conference. The conference brought hundreds of people to Atlanta for several
days of workshops and peer learning, culminating in a massive voter outreach
effort. Together, we knocked on 100,000 doors to reach eligible voters before
critical Georgia elections. Standing on the stage with other formerly incarcerated
women in leadership was an empowering moment. Looking out into the crowd of
so many others who have endured the injustices of the criminal legal system and
knowing they understood the need for the work we do was electrifying. Knowing
we were using our lived experiences to invoke change and bring recognition to the
challenges that face us brought back a lot of memories. | used to sit in my cell
and feel the hopelessness of my situation and think how much of a challenge it
would be to feel whole again or have a meaningful life. Now | know what we

experienced in the past can make us powerful change makers today.

| also graduated multiple leadership programs this year, most notably Just
Leadership USA’s Leading With Conviction fellowship and Women Organizing for
Justice & Opportunity training with A New Way of Life. These trainings helped me
grow the leadership skills needed to lead Women on the Rise. It also helped me
make connections with other leaders and learn more about the cutting edge work
they were advancing all across the country. Knowing that a community of
formerly incarcerated people were fighting along with me broke the isolation that
can often come with leadership. What we had in common was a refusal to lay
down and accept what the system designed for our lives. | look forward to
carrying this energy and these relationships into 2023 as we continue to learn

from and support each other’s work.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cgy8OEIu64T/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkOKqCVOdNy/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

One of the most memorable parts of my first year, however, was finding myself sitting across from
Sheriff Labat at A Tale of Two Jails, a community conversation about the expansion of Fulton
County Jail hosted by Capital B Atlanta and community partners. Telling the Sheriff that cages
weren’t the answer to make our community safer felt liberating. To stand up to authority and
challenge his way of thinking brought back a lot of strength the system took away from me for 10

years.

Of course, months later Andre Dickens would introduce legislation to give Sheriff Labat his old jail
back- a devastating and heartbreaking setback in our Communities Over Cages Campaign to close
the Atlanta City Detention Center. We remain determined to see this building shuttered for good,

and are excited to launch a 4 year plan in 2023 to see it through.

This year we're also excited to announce the launch of a new program, 100 Women Rising. This
program is a partnership with Grady Hospital to provide services and support to 100 women
returning home from Fulton County Jail. A base-building strategy in addition to a strategy to end
the cycle of incarceration, we aim to recruit these women into our organizing efforts, further growing

our numbers and building the political power of Black formerly-incarcerated women in Georgia.
The next few pages are chock full of highlights and photos from the year, including photos of our
expanded new team, campaign allies and supporters who made so much of our work possible. | am

deeply grateful for each and every one of you and your trust in me to lead this powerful work.

With gratitude,
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Our Mission

Women on the Rise is a grassroots organization led by women of color who are
targeted and/or impacted by the legal system. Women on the Rise works to educate,
heal, and empower ourselves, one another, and our communities to demand justice,
dignity, and liberation for all.

Vision
Women on the Rise envisions a world where women, families, and communities are

safe, whole, and free. To bring that vision into existence, we transform lives, laws, and
social institutions.

History

Women on the Rise launched in 2013 as a project of the Racial Justice Action Center
for formerly-incarcerated women of color and women targeted and/or impacted by
the criminal legal system. Since our founding in 2013, Women on the Rise has won
several victories, along with our partners, the Racial Justice Action Center and
Solutions Not Punishment Collaborative, including: Launching #CloseThelJailATL
#CommunitiesOverCages Campaign and passing legislation to close and repurpose
the city’s extra jail through a community-led Design Taskforce process; Repealing 40
archaic “quality of life” municipal offenses in Atlanta, including reclassifying
marijuana to a non-arrestable offense; Developing the Atlanta/ Fulton County Pre-
Arrest Diversion Initiative through a community-led design process; “Banning the
box” from 6 jurisdictions in Georgia, at the county and state-level, and removing
barriers to employment for formerly-incarcerated individuals, as well as
collaborating with national partners to carry 30,000 signatures to Washington, D.C.
and conducting meetings resulting in an Executive Order to ban the box on federal
employment applications; Growing our base and uplifting the leadership of over 300
formerly-incarcerated Women on the Rise members.
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COMMUNITIES OVER CAGES:
CLOSE THE JAIL ATL CAMPAIGN

On August 15th 2022, City Council voted |0-4 in favor of legislation to
lease the shuttering Atlanta City Detention Center to expand Fulton
County Jail.

Despite political promises made by Mayor Andre Dickens, hours of
public testimony in City Hall and Fulton County Commissioners
Hearings, and the will of the people, Atlanta City Council-members
chose the Sheriff and “lock ‘em up” legacies over the possibility of a ”
transformed Atlanta.

After telling us he was committed to closing the jail, Mayor Dickens The campaign is far from
introduced surprise legislation in City Council on August 8th, 2022 to over. We will continue to
lease the building to the county for 700 additional beds for the next
four years. By mid-December, despite mobilizing more community

work to stop the

implementation of this lease.

partners than ever before, all 350 women held in Fulton County Jail

were transferred to cages at ACDC with hundreds more incarcerated Those who fight for justice

men on their way. cannot and will not rest.

-Indy Easley

Despite this devastating blow to the campaign, Women on the Rise is
proud of the political power we harnessed and the work of our coalition

partners. Together, we:

. Mobilized hours of public comment in opposition to the city’s
budget in June as well as the jail’s lease at the end of the year,
along with allied organizations of the Communities Over Cages

Alliance
. Reviewed jail population data with the Justice Policy Board to \
consider the cases of every single person detained in Fulton County \
Jail, discovering some were being held on bail as low as $1
e lLaunched www.jailbroke.org to bring attention to the fiscal and

legal concerns for the city’s jail lease ~

We also saw nearly $3 million dollars invested from the city into the
Policing Alternatives and Diversion Initiative (PAD) to transform the == m—
bottom two floors of the jail into a 24/7 alternative to arrest program,
providing people with access to critical community-based resources
for housing, employment, mental health and other social services. -~


https://www.atlantanewsfirst.com/2022/06/08/cries-close-atlantas-jail-grow-louder-council-weighs-2023-budget/
https://roughdraftatlanta.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Justice-Policy-Board-Report-Nov.-18-2022.pdf
https://www.atlantapad.org/justice-policy-board
http://www.jailbroke.org/
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CLOSE THE JAIL ATL

Community Over Cages

rThis is a slap in the face to formerly" 23 05
incarcerated people who have clearly v %1 Li
told the Mayor that this lease is not a ‘ | |
humanitarian solution, but rather a
deadly one that will fill up an empty
jail instead of providing much needed
community services" said Robyn B -l A AL

Hasan, Executive Director of Women

on the Rise



Our allies at the ACLU and the Legal Action Center
presented groundbreaking reports to try to stop the lease.

Fiscal Analysis of Proposed Lease of Atlanta City Detention Center to Fulton County
There Are Better Solutions: An Analysis of Fulton County's Jail Population Data
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In October, we co-hosted the Formerly
Incarcerated and Convicted Peoples and
Families Movement National Conference in

100,000
Atlanta!
Conducted outreach in 32 counties for / Doors

formerly-incarcerated people to attend the
conference, 15 Mini billboards (posters)

Mobilized 3 buses of formerly-incarcerated
people to Atlanta from other parts of Georgigiias
including Columbus and Macon

Did you know if you're
off papers in Georgia

you can vote?
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We installed 3 billboards
and 20 bus shelters
about voting rights for
formerly incarcerated
people in Georgia.
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Staff Training and Development

In her first year of Executive Director, Robyn
- Hasan leadership development fellowships
with the Women Transcending Collective

Leadership Institute at Columbia University,
JUST Leadership, Essie Justice Group and a
=~ New Way of Life!

Our staff attended
conferences, trainings with

organizations like Mass
We held events with staff,

members, and the

Liberation Project.

community to raise
awareness and celebrate
our milestones.



Building Our Base, Inside and
Outside Prison Walls

In 2022, we did more work to build solidarity beyond the prison walls, launching Women on

the Rise Inside, our membership arm of people currently serving time in women'’s state

prisons in Georgia. i Sk

* Reached over |,000 currently

incarcerated women through our
monthly newsletter to Georgia’s
women'’s state prisons

* Developed 132 new Women on the
Rise Inside members

* Hired a currently-incarcerated OUTSIDE
transgender man to coordinate our
outreach efforts inside ¢ Gained |07 active new members

¢ Held 12 monthly member
meetings, 52 support groups and

3 member appreciation events
¢ Hired 8 formerly-incarcerated

women of color for paid
opportunities and hired 3
members for full time
employment

*Member Tammie Lowe at our Membership Appreciation Event



Provided 42 Welcome
Home Packages to
women returning home
from prisons and jails

Bailed out over 60

people from Fulton

County Jail and the
Atlanta City Detention

Center
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*Sisterhood Reunion clothing
*Salyation Arnyy Giveaway

*Vot® In My HoRpr




The overlooked lockup at the center of Fulton County’s divisive jail

lease plan
Canopy Atlanta

Atlanta City Council revisits controversial plan for closure of
detention center
Atlanta Journal Constitution

Atlanta proposes offering 700 city jail beds to Fulton County
Atlanta Journal Constitution

Meet Robyn Hasan, Women on the Rise Executive Director
Shoutout Atlanta

Millions of Georgians Have Voted. It Hasn't Been Easy for Everyone
Time Magazine
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https://canopyatlanta.org/2022/12/02/south-fulton-jail/
https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/atlanta-city-council-revisits-controversial-plan-for-detention-center/UU2KO5BCGFCL7H5PHE5F7SLVHA/
https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/atlanta-proposes-offering-700-city-jail-beds-to-fulton-county/EUSZV4POYRFWHFCRECUSOVADGU/
https://shoutoutatlanta.com/meet-robyn-hasan-executive-director/?fbclid=IwAR2aiLoa0sfXM2H3UEjCDFLSvp-cuBIIwHq9fX8pVqUaJHxbJ32hzbA7oN8
https://time.com/6229773/georgia-voters-barriers-midterms-2022/

Thanks to generous donors like you, Women on
the Rise raised $71,000 in individual donations!

Special thanks to our over 30 monthly
sustainers!
We appreciate you!

Our work is made possible thanks to generous donations from:

Anonymous Donors
A New Way of Life
Borealis Philanthropy
Butler Family Fund
Collective Future Fund, a sponsored project of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Elizabeth B. and Arthur E. Roswell Foundation
Formerly Incarcerated and Convicted People’s and Families Movement
Heising-Simons Foundation
Ms. Foundation
NoVo Foundation
Open Society Foundation
Public Welfare Foundation
Solidaire Network
Sprocket Foundation
Tides Foundation
Wellspring Philanthropic Advisors
William Josef Foundation
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